CHPC Reading and Reflection Book Group Schedule 2015-16
Initials in ( ) show which group participant suggested each book
September 15 – Reading Lolita in Tehran by Azar Nafisi (RK): Every Thursday morning for 2
years in the Islamic Republic of Iran, Professor Nafisi secretly gathered seven of her most
committed female students to read forbidden Western classics in her own home. They risked
removing their veils and immersed themselves in the worlds of Jane Austen, F. Scott Fitzgerald,
Henry James, and Vladimir Nabokov. Their stories become intertwined with the ones they are
reading. (Novel)
October 20 – Portland: a Food Biography by Heather Arndt Anderson (KB): A narrative
culinary history from over 10,000 years ago to the present, with many fascinating stories about
pioneers and settlers, politicians and business people, honorable and dishonorable, from the mid
1880’s to early 1900’s and later. It tells tales of the salmon-people, the pioneers and immigrants,
each struggling to make this strange but inviting land between the Pacific and the Cascades feel
like home. (Nonfiction)
November 17 – Blackbird by Jennifer Lauck (PC): Pam has taken writing classes from this
author, who tells of growing up as an ordinary girl at the turn of the 1970s and the truly
extraordinary circumstances of a childhood lost, struggling to survive when her parents die. She
uses first person voice telling her story through the eyes of a 9-year old girl (Memoir)
December 15 – A Place at the Table by Susan Rebecca White (LB): Tells the story of 3
unforgettable characters whose paths converge in a chic Manhattan cafe: Bobby, a gay Southern
boy who has been ostracized by his family; Amelia, a wealthy Connecticut woman; Alice, an
African-American chef; from 1920s North Carolina to 1980s AIDs epic. (Novel)
January 19 – If the Oceans Were Ink: An Unlikely Friendship and a Journey to the Heart of the
Quran by Carla Power (LSK): Power tells how she and her longtime friend, Sheikh Mohammad
Akram, embarked on a yearlong journey through the Quran. A journalist who grew up in the
Midwest and the Middle East, Power offers her unique vantage point on the Quran's most
provocative verses as she debates with Akram at cafes, family gatherings, and packed lecture
halls, conversations filled with both good humor and powerful insights. (Nonfiction)
February 16 – The Book of Unknown Americans by Christina Henriquez (Multnomah County
Library Everybody Reads Book): Arturo and Alma Rivera have lived their whole lives in
Mexico. One day, their beautiful fifteen-year-old daughter, Maribel, sustains a terrible injury.
Doubting whether she'll ever be the same, the Riveras leave all they have behind and come to
America with a dream that in this country of great opportunity and resources, Maribel can get
better. A love story ensues and a friendship between two families begins. (Novel)

March 15 – The Oregon Trail: A New American Journey by Rinker Buck (ML): Traveling from
St. Joseph, Missouri, to Baker City, Oregon by covered wagon, Buck is accompanied by 3
cantankerous mules, his boisterous brother, and an “incurably filthy” Jack Russell terrier. They
dodge thunderstorms in Nebraska, chase runaway mules across the Wyoming plains, and make
50-mile forced marches for water. They also must reckon with the ghost of their father, an
eccentric yet loveable dreamer whose memory inspired their journey. It introduces readers to the
largely forgotten roles played by trailblazing evangelists, friendly Indian tribes, female pioneers,
bumbling U.S. Army cavalrymen, and the scam artists who flocked to the frontier to fleece the
overland emigrants. (Nonfiction)
April 19 – Bettyville by George Hodgman (KB): Hodgman returns from Manhattan to his
hometown in Missouri to care for his aging mother, Betty, a witty and stubborn lady who needs
more care than he can give but refuses to leave her home. He also talks about growing up in a
small town as a gay child in the 1950s, when he already felt different from everyone else, yet he
still has strong ties the community. Returning as an adult, his gender identity remains an
unspoken subject. (Memoir)
May 17 – When We Were Orphans by Kazuo Ishiguro (SC): Christopher Banks dedicated his
life to detective work but behind his successes lies one unsolved mystery, the disappearance of
his parents when he was a small boy living in the International Settlement in Shanghai. Moving
between England and China, the book encompasses the turbulence and political anxieties of the
time and the crumbling certainties of a Britain deeply involved in the opium trade. The book
covers his need to make sense of the world through the small victories of detection and his need
to understand finally what happened to his mother and father. (Fiction)
June 21 – Tender at the Bone: Growing Up at the Table by Ruth Reichl (RK): A chronicle of a
culinary sensualist's coming-of-age, Reichel discovered that "food could be a way of making
sense of the world. Watching people as they ate, you could find out who they were." Beginning
with her mother, the notorious food-poisoner known as the Queen of Mold, Reichl introduces us
to the fascinating characters, from the gourmand Monsieur du Croix, who served Reichl her first
soufflé, to those at her politically correct table in Berkeley who championed the organic food
revolution in the 1970s. (Memoir)
July 19 – A Walk Across the Sun by Corban Addison (LB): Weaves fictional characters into the
reality of contemporary slavery across continents India, Europe, and
US. (Mystery & Crime Novel)
August 16 – American Nations: a History of the Eleven Rival
Regional Cultures of North America by Colin Woodard (ML): A
history of North America's cultural regions that explodes the red
state-blue state myth. North America was settled by people with
distinct religious, political, and ethnographic characteristics,
creating regional cultures that have been at odds with one another
ever since. Woodard explains America's myriad identities and how
the conflicts between them have shaped our past and are molding
our future. (Nonfiction)

