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What’s Now, What’s Next?
We need not fear accidentally losing things we need,
for when love is the protagonist, nothing can
truly be erased. —Gareth Higgins

Creatively Practicing
Our Confidence In God
& Caring in Community

from How Not to Be Afraid: Seven Ways to Live When Everything Seems Terrifying

This newsletter will be last I share as your pastor, a privilege I have had in our
ministry together for these last 17 years.
Often our newsletter has been the place I have been able to let you know
what is coming up in our work together, like in the information about our
Book Group, our Mid-Day Wednesday Prayer with Tim Winslea & PUN,
our conversation & skill building around “Healthy Boundaries” the last of our
2021-22 Mental Health Series with MCC & PUN, or our plans for a one day
retreat my last week with you.

Sometimes it is a way to celebrate something that has already occurred in
the life of our community of faith, like the thank-yous for our Confluence
Happiness Concert, Gareth Higgins book sharing, the generosity of those
supporting the financial needs of the congregation, or the pictures of one of
our building partners at work on behalf of our understanding of God’s
shalom.
Every newsletter has included a page devoted to prayer. We offer the
prayers of our hearts that have been shared or requested, and we wonder together
about how best to follow the Risen Christ in our prayers of discernment. In some
sense, this newsletter asks for your prayers on every page. Each page could be
seen as a invitation to pray by our thoughts, our practices, our wondering, and our
hopes for what we are experiencing right now, and as we
 Honor Diversity &
anticipate what is next.

Support Vulnerable Communities,

My family has been blessed and cared for within this
 Increase Stewardship of the Environment
Care of Creation,
community. As we begin the next stages of this life of our
faith journeys and our daily living we will continue to be held  Promote Music & the Arts,
together by our prayers for one another. Your ministry to me  Strengthen Families & Children,
 Support Lifelong Learning &
and with me has been so great a gift. No words or
Nurture Across Generations
expression is sufficient for the gratitude I feel. We are often
given the gift of song at times such as this. The Servant Song, #727 in Glory to
God, gives a small taste of this for me. In the fourth verse we sing: I will weep
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when you are weeping; when you laugh I’ll
How do we tell a better story?
laugh with you. I will share your joy and sorrow
How do we share a more complete
till we see this journey through.
reality—what the scriptures refer to
And then the final verse concludes:
as a “New Heaven and a New Earth”
When we sing to God in Heaven, we shall find
in our sharing space on this
such harmony, born of all we’ve known together
Common Ground?
of Christ’s love and agony.
As we begin the work of releasing
each other from this yoke of shared
ministry, I give thanks that the
connectional nature of our prayer life
will keep us close. Know that I will be
forever in your debt for the love you
have given in the laughter and the
tears of our journey together.
Continued blessings as we travel in the Spirit,
Linda Stewart-Kalen

Safe Places to grow and Learn with
Hawthorne Family Playschool

Micah’s Invitation:
To walk, to act to love:
This is God’s asking.
Humility, Justice, Kindness:
this is God’s song.
A holy resistance
To any oppression;
An endless passion
For all good will;
An ancient desire
To stand in God’s presence:
These are faith’s rhythms.
Come join her song.
from Joy Is Our Banquet-Keri Wehlander

risk, sacrifice, service,
example & inspiration
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Our Common Ground

Our Mental Health & Wellness
Conversations & Skill Building Series Continues
with our last event: Healthy Boundaries
Save this date & invite friends
Sunday, June 12 @ 1pm
NOTE: This workshops is currently planned to be held
in-person only, on-site at 2828 SE Stephens Street.
We are proud to partner with PUN (Presbyterian Urban Network)
and MCC Portland to co-sponsor this series of workshops on mental health and wellness. These workshops
are coordinated by Naomi Caster (MS, LMFT, CADC II)
Tai Chi meets each Thursday at 10:00 am on the
and are all FREE of charge and open to anyone.
Front Porch. Pastor Linda tries to join in each
week as this fall prevention program is part of our
All are welcome!
healing ministry.

Starting Conversations &

Building Skills for the Common Good
Visitation Sundays: June 26 & July 24

What is a Visitation Sunday You Ask?

Session is encouraging everyone in the congregation to participate in visiting area congregations,
and to reflect on your own needs for both worship and our continued gathering as a community.
You will be hearing more from Kate Belt about ways we hope to stay connected over the weeks
ahead.
Some congregations we visit might be candidates for our congregation to merge with as they share
in geographic, mission, and worship styles compatible with Common Ground.
Some congregations we visit may offer us a kind of kinship, like MCC, or PUN congregations who
feel more like family as we have shared together in a building or mission relationship.
Some opportunities for a Visitation Sunday may give us new perspectives about what is important
in “Our Now and Our Next.”
Please plan on joining in this time of intentional exploration of our journey ahead.

From the Church Office
Church Office Hours:

Mon. By appointment,
We are outside
more now so if
Tues. 10:00 am—1:00pm
you call—let
Wed. 11:00 am—2:00 pm
the phone ring!
Thurs. 10:00 am—1:00 pm
Subject to confirming Meg Dixon’s schedule
For July & August— welcome her July 5!

Deadlines: for announcements are
Tuesdays at noon,
Phone: (503) 236-2430

Many Thanks!

Session Members for their work in kindness & care
Seth’s building work with the HS film group
Ivona’s continued playing with us
Megan Cronin’s lovely music in our worship
Building partners helping us live out our mission in
our partnerships– MCC, HFP, PDX Vox, OA, MA,
Woodwind Ensemble, Confluence . . .
 Cary Carty & Meg Dixon for saying “Yes!”
 Elizabeth’s peace cranes for our Pentecost Art
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Our Spiritual Disciplines and Practices
Mid week, Mid Day Prayer has returned!
A service of prayer is led by Rev. Tim Winslea,
our PUN Nurse, Wednesdays at 12:00 noon each
week on Zoom. This is for members and friends of
PUN congregations-that’s us too! Join Zoom
Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81327678965?
pwd=dURsbW9xdEZ0QVk2Z2NDTFRsZmJsUT09

Meeting ID: 813 2767 8965 Passcode: 881198

Finance Report to date as of May 31, 2022

Income this year to date: $42,036.99
Building use partnerships: $17,754 Interest income : $4371, Bottle Drop $200
Expenses this year to date: $47,823.87
Per Capita $663, Total Building Operations expenses $15, 819,
Mission through One Great Hour of Sharing $90


Reading & Reflection Book Group

3rd Tuesdays Monthly Reading & Reflection Book Group at the
home of Kate Belt (& Zoom by request).

June 21 – Send for Me by Lauren Fox Based on letters from Fox's
own family, this novel moves between Germany on the eve of World
War II and present-day Wisconsin, unspooling a thread of love, longing, and the powerful bonds of family. Annelise and her husband are
given the chance to leave for America, but they must go without her
parents, whose future and safety are uncertain. It's an epic and intimate exploration of mothers and daughters, duty and obligation,
hope and forgiveness.
July 19 – Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents by Isabel
Wilkerson In this outstanding work of social history, Pulitzer Prize
winning author Wilkerson explains how a rigid social order, or caste,
is about power. Beginning with the first caste system in the United
States, which started with slavery in 1619, Wilkerson details how
caste would become the cornerstone of U.S. social, political, and
economic policy, with whites being dominant, African Americans
subordinate, and Native Americans conquered.
August 16 – The Fishermen, by Chigozie Obioma This Cain and
Abel-esque story of an unforgettable childhood is told from the point
of view of the 9 year old youngest of 4 siblings growing up in Nigeria
in the 90s.

All Are Welcome!

Thank you for the generous giving in
2022 so far! You can help us
continue to support the ministry
God has given us together by
mailing your pledges and gifts,
or dropping them off in the mail box
here at the church.
The Session is arranging for the
continued work on the contributions
records through our new position
of office/building manager.
Please help us with your faithful
prayers, gifts and support.
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Looking Ahead:
June 26– Visitation Sunday see page 3
July 3– We worship with MCC at 10:00
am as they share in their worldwide
general conference worship activities
from the Sanctuary
July 10 & 17—
Emily Hebbron
preaches and Ivona Schacker
is our musician
July 24– Visitation Sunday!

After a thoughtful and realistic
conversation about sustaining worship,
the Session has decided that there will
not be worship planned following July 31.
Look for an invitation from Kate Belt to
explore ways we might keep connected
as we work towards
“What’s Now
and What’s Next.”
Cary Carty, President of the Corporation,
has agreed to accept the position of
office/building facilitator beginning in
September. Meg Dixon will fill in for her
in that position in July & August.
Session will be meeting September 21 or
22 (depending on when the COM can appoint a moderator and that person is
available)
We are currently scheduled to meet as a
Congregation on October 16— we will
worship with MCC that morning at 10:00
am before our meeting at 11:30 pm.

Summer 2022

Looking ahead in our Worship:
Communion will be celebrated each week

in morning worship through June 19
June 5 ~ Pentecost
June 12 ~ Trinity Sunday
June 19 ~ We welcome MCC
with us in morning worship
as their congregation will be
at the Pride festivities downtown.



Pastor Linda to retire July 31, 2022
Our worship that Sunday
will be a service of story & song,
and one of communion & release.

1:30 pm in the Sanctuary

What do you hear God saying
to our congregation about our
calling in the reign of God?

Story & Song
We begin June with a conversation
with Gareth Higgins of how to tell
a different story about fear,
and Confluence’s offering an echo of
that effort in their concert entitled

Happiness.
And so we pray:
Help us to live these days with
courage and joy as we celebrate
together God’s new plans for us.
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We Practice the Privilege of Prayer.
We Celebrate and Give Thanks for . . .

Summer 2022
Jesus said, “Abide in me…Love one another.”

A Hymn for the Hurting

by Poet Laurette Amanda Gorman

Everything hurts,
We Seek God’s protection and guidance . . .

We Call Upon God’s Strength & Healing
Presence for . . .

We Ask for Hope & Assurance for Those
Who Face Uncertainty . . .

Through Us May God Comfort Those Who Grieve . . .

We pray for the Church & the World . . .

Our hearts shadowed and strange,
Minds made muddy and mute.
We carry tragedy, terrifying and true.
And yet none of it is new;
We knew it as home,
Horribly,
As inheritance.
Even our children
Cannot be children,
Can’t be.
Everything hurts.
It’s a hard time to be alive,
And even harder to stay that way.
We’re burdened to live out these days,
While at the same time, blessed to outlive them.
This alarm is how we know
We must be altered —
That we must differ or die,
That we must triumph or try.
Thus while hate cannot be terminated,
It can be transformed
Into a love that lets us live.
May we not just grieve, but give:
May we not just ache, but act;
May our signed right to bear arms
Never blind our sight from shared harm;
May we choose our children over chaos.
May another innocent never be lost.
Maybe everything hurts,
Our hearts shadowed & strange.
But only when everything hurts
May everything change.
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Church Chatter ~ Joys & Concerns ~ Global Mission Partnerships
Remember our friends who
participate from home with
your phone visits, cards, and
prayers: Leland Cain,
Kelly Cummings &
the Freeman family,
Ashle Dixon,
Ann Fortescue,
Anita & Paul Seeley…

SUMMER

BIRTHDAYS
JUNE

5
8

Matthew Freeman
Makailey Hebbron

2
11
17

Kenny Heggem
Ashle Dixon
Seth Kalen

10
10
10
14
20
26

Lindsey Velez
Hannah Carty
Emily Hebbron
John Larsen
Kate Belt
Reed Carty

JULY

AUGUST

ANNIVERSARIES
June 27,1959
July 3, 2009
July 7, 2007
July 24,1993

Paul & Anita Seely
Deborah & Kenny Heggem
Emily & Gareth Hebbron
Bruce & Debbie Reynolds

Two More Garden Boxes Are Available for Gardening in the First Fruits Garden
Let the office know if you want to reserve the NE box or the SE box this growing season.

Common Ground, the PCUSA Congregation in the Colonial Heights Neighborhood
Common Ground Presbyterian Church
2828 SE Stephens Street
Portland, OR 97214-4973
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
Would you rather receive this newsletter electronically?
Please let us know!

Email office@chpcpdx.org  Website chpcpdx.org  Phone (503) 236-2430

Linda’s last week in active ministry with us will be July 25-July 31
Activities for that week ~
Monday:
Chat about how visiting other congregations has been, and where we have been
worshipping.
Tuesday & Wednesday:
Linda will have office hours from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
Thursday: 10 am-2 pm
Words of Love—We will use a combination of our book group and a retreat-like format for
our exploration of Eugenia Gamble’s book Words of Love: a Journey to Wholeness.
You can get a copy of the book and read in preparation for this one day event.
ͦ 10-12– Session 1,
ͦ Noon lunch together,
ͦ 12:30 –2:00 Session 2
Sunday: July 31, 2022 Farewell Service—Story, Song & Communion
Buffet Luncheon at 12:30 pm
(see Kate, Cary & Emily if you would like to help)
Worship at 1:30 pm
(We hope to include many of our musicians for this

special service— look for a singers rehearsal for all who
want to share in ta simple anthem or two)

